
 

How can I help a Veteran in need this Christmas? 
This is a common question for Operation Barnabas.  We have the perfect opportunity for YOU to help 3 worthy recently 

disabled Veterans this Christmas season!  Operation Barnabas of Des Moines is partnering for our 6th year with Freedom 

Alliance for their Presents for Patriots program, adopting wounded soldiers and their families for Christmas. We are excited to 

announce that we are adopting these three wonderful families!   
 

Given the number of children involved, Operation Barnabas is again collecting Target and Walmart gift cards along with 

monetary donations so that our adopted Veterans can experience the joy and pride in purchasing Christmas gifts for their 

families. Please consider making a gift card or cash donation to these deserving families.  
 

Please help share this information with people you know from church, Bible study, ministry groups, or your office and 

ask if they would be willing to contribute as well to help these Veteran families in need. 
 

TO MAKE A DONATION:  
• Please mail a donation along with a signed Christmas card (or 3) no later than Monday Dec. 10th to:  Operation 

Barnabas, ATTN:  Linn Hayden at 405 NW Sturbridge, Ankeny, IA 50023.  Please note “Presents for Patriots.”  

Donations are tax deductible.  All donations and Christmas cards will be distributed among all 3 families.   

• Join us for our meeting on Thursday, Dec. 13th at 7 PM at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 8301 Aurora Ave., Urbandale.  
 

Once all donations are gathered they will be delivered to these families, with a goal of by December 17. 
 

Thank you sharing Christmas joy with these wounded heroes and their families! 
 

Army Staff Sergeant Daniel M. joined the Army in 2005 as an aircraft mechanic and was sent to 

Korea.  He was deployed to Afghanistan three times within five years and because of his injuries 

sustained during his last deployment was medically retired in 2017. He suffered a traumatic brain 

injury, various orthopedic and organ injuries, and PTSD.  Daniel states “I got hurt and went to the 

WTB at Ft. Campbell to finish my career broken and to medically retire.” 

  

Participating in this program “will help me so much because I am struggling to maintain all the bills 

and my disabilities are getting in the way.  I have 4 kids, and one is disabled.  I just don’t have 

enough money to give my kids birthday and Christmas gifts this year.”  His children are a 13-year old 

step daughter, an 11-year old adopted daughter, an 8-year old son, and a 3-year old son. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

Army Sergeant Biery R. spent 7.5 years in the US Army as Fueler/Door Gunner and 

deployed to Afghanistan 2013-2014.  He was medically retired with severe PTSD and 

traumatic brain injury. 

  

Participating in this program “this will help take the stress off of my wife and I when it 

comes to worrying about the holidays for our daughters. Having appointments at the 

Nashville, Tennessee and Hopkinsville, Kentucky VA Hospital 3 times a week can 

definitely be a strain on our marriage and family life due to lack of funds the way gas 

prices are. I believe this will help with the anxiety I have of the upcoming holidays with my children.” 

  

“This will help calm my wife’s and I's fears of not making our daughters happy for the holidays. Their smiles brighten up my 

mornings and I would be devastated if we couldn't make their wishes come true. It would take a lot of stress off my back this 

year.”  His daughters are aged 6, 8, 9 and an 11-year old step daughter (not pictured). 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Army Sergeant Christopher S. served in Marine Corps for five years and then joined the Army as an 

Ammunition Specialist.  After his deployment to Afghanistan, he returned to the WTB at Ft. 

Campbell and was medically retired with severe PTSD and nerve complications.  
 

Participating in this program “will help my family during a rough year we have had. My three kids 

have suffered so much between me going to the doctor and trying to figure out what is wrong with 

me - I can’t work right know. My wife is under so much stress due to trying to figure out what to do 

for Christmas. She wants our children to have a good Christmas and I want to help our family.”  His children are sons aged 17 

and 14 while his daughter is 12. 

www.IowaMilitarySupport.org 


